
Kramer Levin Enters DC Market With  
Robbins Russell Combination

The firm sees the combination as "doubling down" on litigation—one of its key strengths.

New York-headquartered Am Law 100 firm 
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel has put down 
roots in Washington, D.C., through a merger with 
litigation and appellate boutique Robbins, Russell, 
Englert, Orseck & Untereiner.

By adding all 24 Robbins Russell litigators to 
Kramer Levin, the firm believes it instantly has 
a “strong” D.C. office from which the combined 
firm can continue to grow its trial and appellate  
practices.

The firms expect the combination to be finalized 
“in the coming weeks,” according to a press state-
ment. Kramer Levin’s D.C. office will be known as 
Kramer Levin Robbins Russell.

Of keeping the Robbins name—at least until the 
end of a transitionary period that will run through 
to 2024—Kramer Levin co-managing partner Paul 
Schoeman said his firm wanted to “take advantage 
of the tremendous reputation and experience that 
the Robbins name has. They are a very well-known 
brand, not just in Washington but around the  
country.”

When the Robbins Russell lawyers are added, 
Kramer Levin’s bench will total 400 lawyers in 
offices in Washington, New York, Paris, and Menlo 
Park, California.

Kramer Levin previously serviced clients with 
Washington-oriented needs from its New York and 
Silicon Valley offices. The firm represents clients 

facing congressional investigations and matters 
before the Department of Justice, the U.S. Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, and other federal 
agencies.

Schoeman said the firm had not suffered from 
previously not having a D.C. presence.

“Our firm in general—and certainly our litiga-
tion department—was perfectly capable of having 
a nationwide footprint. We’re totally comfortable 
litigating in any venue and any jurisdiction in 
the country,” said Schoeman. “I don’t think we’ve 
experienced that as a gap. But I do think having a 
Washington office brings opportunities and is a nice 
complement to our existing footprint.”

Lawyers at the firm have in fact played high-pro-
file roles in some of the city’s most historic events 
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of the past few years. Barry Berke rejoined the firm 
last year. Berke was counsel for the House Judiciary 
Committee in both impeachment trials of former 
President Donald Trump.

“Barry made a lot of contacts in Washington that 
will fit neatly into our government investigations 
and congressional investigations practice,” said 
Schoeman.

What was most important to Kramer Levin in 
building a D.C. presence, he said, was finding the 
right lawyers.

“Our strategy is to build on our strengths—and 
our strength in litigation is one worth building on. 
We would not have opened a Washington office 
just for the sake of it. We would not have teamed 
up with lawyers that we did not feel were of the 
extraordinary quality of the Robbins lawyers,” 
Schoeman said.

Founded in 2001, Robbins Russell lawyers have 
argued 45 times in the U.S. Supreme Court and are 
known as high-stakes litigators across trial courts, 
appellate courts, and bankruptcy courts.

The combination is particularly notable, accord-
ing to Kramer Levin, for the team it will build in 
certain specialist fields, such as the pairing of Rob-
bins Russell’s bankruptcy litigators with Kramer 
Levin’s bankruptcy practice. The move also creates 
stronger teams for both firms in financial services, 
professional services and health care sectors, as well 
as white-collar and appellate matters.

The Robbins Russell team joining Kramer Levin 
includes 11 partners, two counsel, 11 associ-
ates, and 14 professional staff. The partners are 
Brandon Arnold, Alison Barnes, Roy Englert Jr., 
Lee Turner Friedman, Ariel Lavinbuk, Matthew 
Madden, Gary Orseck, Barry Pollack, Lawrence 
Robbins, William Trunk and Jennifer Windom. 
The counsel are Deneen Melander and Michael 
Waldman.

Orseck, who also joins Kramer Levin’s executive 
committee, and Windom will become co-managing 
partners of the Washington office.

Orseck said he was “extremely proud” of what 
Robbins Russell had accomplished in the past 20 
years, and looked forward to expanding the services 
it provides clients by teaming with Kramer Levin.

As a stand-alone litigation boutique, Orseck said 
the combination would provide opportunities for 
Robbins Russell clients that were otherwise left on 
the table because the firm did not have the broad 
practice areas of a full-service firm.

“We fully expect to be able to take advantage of 
that,” said Orseck, adding that the combination 
also gives his firm the capacity to “do more and dif-
ferent types of litigation,” as well as a physical pres-
ence in New York, where the firm often appears in 
federal and state courts.

Of the advantage for Kramer Levin of adding 
even more litigators, Schoeman said his firm was 
“doubling down” on its strength.

“Litigation is what we like to call a destination 
practice at our firm—one of our leading practices 
that attracts clients and talent,” said Schoeman. 
“Robbins Russell lawyers are a perfect fit for us in 
terms of quality and the culture.”

Kramer Levin co-managing partner Howard 
Spilko said the two firms presently already share a 
lot of clients, and the response from those clients 
has been “extraordinarily” positive.

“They see the benefit for both firms to do this,” 
Spilko said. “Ultimately, this is about our clients, 
and to make sure that our clients feel they get the 
best-in-class. This transaction enables us to con-
tinue to do that.”

Robbins Russell currently has offices several 
blocks west of the White House at 2000 K St. NW. 
Those offices will become the home of Kramer 
Levin in Washington.
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