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Alumni Moves

Congratulations to Kramer Levin alum 
Pamela Swidler on her elevation to 
Chief Legal Officer of WeWork! 

Keep Us Updated!

We track moves to in-house positions, 
government and nonprofits. If you have 
moved or would like to be included in a 
future Alumni Moves announcement, please 
email us at alumni@kramerlevin.com.

In Memoriam: Richard Marlin

We mourn the loss of our former partner, counsel, colleague and friend 
Richard Marlin, who passed away on Feb. 27. He was 89.

A graduate of Yale Law School, Richard 
joined Kramer Levin as a Corporate partner 
in 1979, arriving at the firm with Ezra G. 
Levin. He became counsel in 2009 and 
retired in 2011. Richard was a valued source 
and counsel for many lawyers at the firm 
over the years. He is remembered not 
only for his legal acumen but also for his 
kindness and thoughtfulness. 

Richard is survived by his wife of over 40 
years, Caroline (Hirsch Magnus); his son, 
John; his daughter, Elizabeth Morrill; his 
stepsons, Arthur and Steven Magnus; and 
six adoring grandchildren. We the partners 
of Kramer Levin and our colleagues extend 
our heartfelt sympathies and condolences 
to Richard’s family.
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kramer-levin-naftalis-%26-frankel-llp_congratulations-to-kramer-levin-alum-pam-activity-7041475235430219776-TsXs?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kramer-levin-naftalis-%26-frankel-llp_congratulations-to-kramer-levin-alum-pam-activity-7041475235430219776-TsXs?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
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Kramer Levin Welcomes New Partners

We are pleased to have welcomed several new partners to the firm recently. Click on their photos below to learn more about them!

Zachary Jacobs
Private Equity

Yasho Lahiri
Investment Management

Terry D. Novetsky
Securitization

Robert B. Weiss
Investment Management

Scott Welkis
Banking and Finance
and Special Situations

Alexander Woolverton
Bankruptcy and Restructuring

Kramer Levin Elevates  
Natan Hamerman to Partner

We are pleased to announce Natan Hamerman has been 
elected partner in the firm. Read more here.

Jordan Estes
White Collar Defense and 

Government Investigations 

Elise Wagner Named Co-Chair  
of Land Use Practice

Congratulations to Elise Wagner, recently named co-chair 
of our Land Use practice! Read more here.

Click the article to enlarge.

https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/zachary-jacobs-joins-kramer-levin-as-partner-in-private-equity-practice.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/zachary-jacobs-joins-kramer-levin-as-partner-in-private-equity-practice.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/yasho-lahiri-joins-kramer-levin-as-partner-in-fund-formation-practice.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/terry-novetsky-joins-kramer-levin-as-partner-in-securitization-practice.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/robert-bendiner-weiss-joins-kramer-levin-as-partner-in-fund-formation-practice.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/scott-welkis-joins-kramer-levin-as-partner-in-the-banking-and-finance-group-and-chair-of-special-situations-practice.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/alexander-woolverton-joins-kramer-levin-as-partner-in-the-bankruptcy-and-restructuring-department.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/kramer-levin-elevates-natan-hamerman-to-partner.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/kramer-levin-elevates-natan-hamerman-to-partner.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/yasho-lahiri-joins-kramer-levin-as-partner-in-fund-formation-practice.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/terry-novetsky-joins-kramer-levin-as-partner-in-securitization-practice.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/robert-bendiner-weiss-joins-kramer-levin-as-partner-in-fund-formation-practice.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/scott-welkis-joins-kramer-levin-as-partner-in-the-banking-and-finance-group-and-chair-of-special-situations-practice.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/scott-welkis-joins-kramer-levin-as-partner-in-the-banking-and-finance-group-and-chair-of-special-situations-practice.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/alexander-woolverton-joins-kramer-levin-as-partner-in-the-bankruptcy-and-restructuring-department.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/sdny-general-crimes-unit-co-chief-jordan-estes-joins-kramer-levins-white-collar-and-government-investigations-practice-as-partner.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/sdny-general-crimes-unit-co-chief-jordan-estes-joins-kramer-levins-white-collar-and-government-investigations-practice-as-partner.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/elise-wagner-named-co-chair-of-land-use-practice.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/images/content/8/0/v2/80019/CO-Jan-24-2023-Elise-Wagner.jpg
https://www.kramerlevin.com/images/content/8/0/v2/80019/CO-Jan-24-2023-Elise-Wagner.jpg
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Congratulations to Our Newly Promoted Counsel and Special Counsel

We are pleased to announce the promotions of Douglas Buckley, Rita Celebrezze D’Souza, Shannon H. Hedvat, Jack 
A. Herman, Jeffrey H. Price, Meigan P. Serle and Daniel Stewart from associate to special counsel and of Ophélie 
Boulos and Maria Kondyli from associate to counsel. All the promotions were effective Jan. 1.

Leadership Council on Legal Diversity Awards Three Kramer Levin Lawyers

The Leadership Council on Legal 
Diversity has selected Corporate 
associate Renee Yao as a 2023 Fellow 

and has named Litigation associate Dayna M. Chikamoto and 
Bankruptcy and Restructuring associate Megan M. Wasson as 
2023 Pathfinders.

Renee Yao
Associate

Dayna M. Chikamoto
Associate

Megan M. Wasson
Associate

Don’t miss out on learning about the firm’s 
pro bono efforts! Read the latest issues of 
Pro Bono News.

https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/kramer-levin-elevates-seven-to-special-counsel-and-two-to-counsel.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/kramer-levin-elevates-seven-to-special-counsel-and-two-to-counsel.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/leadership-council-on-legal-diversity-selects-renee-yao-as-a-2023-fellow-and-dayna-chikamoto-and-megan-wasson-as-2023-pathfinders.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/leadership-council-on-legal-diversity-selects-renee-yao-as-a-2023-fellow-and-dayna-chikamoto-and-megan-wasson-as-2023-pathfinders.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/images/content/7/9/v2/79883/Kramer-Levin-Pro-Bono-News-Spring-2023-web.pdf
https://www.kramerlevin.com/images/content/7/9/v2/79883/Kramer-Levin-Pro-Bono-News-Spring-2023-web.pdf
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From Biglaw to the Big Screen

An interview with Kramer Levin alum Karen Segall

Before reaching her current position as head of Legal and Business Affairs at A24 — and before 
this year’s Academy Awards, where her company scooped up nine Oscars, including seven for 
the film Everything Everywhere All at Once — former Kramer Levin associate Karen Segall’s career 
path included undergraduate internships at Viacom and CNN, a law school summer at AOL Time 
Warner, work at entertainment law firms Sloss Eckhouse and Franklin Weinrib, and a six-year stint 
at IAC Inc. Each step brought Karen closer to becoming the entertainment lawyer she is today. 

We recently spoke with Karen about her career, her time at Kramer Levin and what she loves 
about her job.

What led you to become a Corporate associate at Kramer Levin?

The conventional wisdom at the time was to get training in biglaw and then make the move to entertainment law. Following that 
guidance, I wanted to find a biglaw firm with a general corporate practice that would provide a varied experience as opposed to going 
to a firm where I was limited to more narrow practice areas such as securities or M&A. I also wanted to be surrounded by people I 
actually enjoyed spending time with. Kramer Levin checked those boxes and then some. 

How did your time at Kramer Levin help prepare you for your current career?

I learned how to function within the team dynamic. Kramer Levin does very sophisticated work at the highest level, but it maintains a 
collegial environment. That inspired how I wanted my teams to conduct themselves. Entertainment lawyers who come from biglaw are a 
different breed. They stand out because they have attention to detail. It sounds so trivial, but it’s so important. I got that drilled into me 
from day one. 

What does a typical day look like for you?

Our company is incredibly unique within the industry — that’s what I love about the role. There are no bounds to what we as a company 
do, and no bounds to what I get to do. We always take a novel approach to structuring deals, looking at things in a different way from 
how other companies in the industry approach things. 

What are the biggest challenges you see in your position? What do you enjoy most about it?

As my team grows, I see much of my value as being strategic and being able to see across each aspect of A24 and connect the dots — 
not just where A24 is currently but where we are trying to go. My challenge is how to do that while not getting too in the weeds, but still 
staying close enough to provide that strategic value.

What was a memorable moment for you at the Oscars? 

I mean, there’s not one moment, right? We were so fortunate to be in such an incredible, historical moment where we were recognized 
again and again across several of our films. Just jumping up alongside my colleagues every time an A24 film was recognized was 
incredible.

Speaker: Dr. Thomas Fisher 

In honor of Black History Month, Kramer Levin welcomed Dr. Thomas Fisher, author 
of The Emergency: A Year of Healing and Heartbreak in a Chicago ER. His memoir 
recounts the terrifying beginnings of the COVID-19 pandemic and what they revealed 
about the social issues and racial and wealth disparities that affect quality and equity in 
our healthcare system.

With Nada Llewellyn as moderator, Dr. Fisher spoke about how centuries of American 
policies have created environments that disproportionately expose people of color to 
violence. He shared what his patients have taught him about America, noting, “Our 
bodies reveal the truth about society and our place in it.” He concluded that we must not 
just improve the system but rebuild it, creating a completely new system that is designed 
for equity.

Black History Month

https://www.prhspeakers.com/speaker/dr-thomas-fisher
https://time.com/collection/must-read-books-2022/6228486/the-emergency/
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Reminders

Follow Us
 
Alumni LinkedIn Group

It’s the official alumni network for former Kramer Levin lawyers and staff to stay in touch with the firm, to connect with each other and to 
learn about professional development opportunities.

Recent Awards and Recognitions 

For a complete look at all awards and recognitions, please visit our website!

Kramer Levin Named 
Nationwide White Collar 

Crime/Investigations Firm 
of the Year at the 2023 

Benchmark Litigation Awards

Chambers Global 2023 
Recognizes Kramer Levin 

Lawyers and Practices

Kramer Levin Named a  
Standout Firm in Two 

Categories at the Financial 
Times Innovative Lawyers 

Awards

Kramer Levin’s Pro Bono 
Program Lands in Top 2 for 
Midsized Firms by Law360 

Pulse Annual Pro Bono Rankings

Congratulations to Louisiana State University, the 
winner of the 2023 Women’s NCAA Tournament, 
and to the winners of Kramer Levin’s 2023 Women’s 
NCAA Bracket Challenge! Donations will be made on 
behalf of the winners to the charities listed to the right, 
each of which are committed to increasing equity and 
diversity in sports and public health interventions.

Thanks to everyone who participated!

Champion Women

Girls on the Run

Play It Forward Sport

Women’s Sports Foundation

2023 March Madness Women’s NCAA Bracket Challenge

Kramer Levin is among 21 law firms to receive the 
National Legal Aid & Defender Association’s 2023 
Beacon of Justice Award

Black History Month (cont.)

African American Trailblazers  

In honor of  Black History Month, we highlighted 
African Americans who have been trailblazers in 
fields beyond legal. Click on their photos to learn 
more about them!

Dr. Charles Richard Drew Katherine Johnson Dr. Rebecca Lee Crumpler

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1369647/
https://www.facebook.com/KramerLevinNaftalisFrankelLlp/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/kramer-levin-naftalis-&-frankel-llp
https://twitter.com/kramerlevin
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/?nt=10601
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/kramer-levin-named-nationwide-white-collar-crimeinvestigations-firm-of-the-year-at-the-2023-benchmark-litigation-awards.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/kramer-levin-named-nationwide-white-collar-crimeinvestigations-firm-of-the-year-at-the-2023-benchmark-litigation-awards.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/kramer-levin-named-nationwide-white-collar-crimeinvestigations-firm-of-the-year-at-the-2023-benchmark-litigation-awards.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/chambers-global-2022-recognizes-kramer-levin-lawyers-and-practices-copy.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/chambers-global-2022-recognizes-kramer-levin-lawyers-and-practices-copy.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/Kramer-Levin-Named-a-Standout-Firm-in-Two-Categories-at-the-Financial-Times-Innovative-Lawyers-Awards.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/Kramer-Levin-Named-a-Standout-Firm-in-Two-Categories-at-the-Financial-Times-Innovative-Lawyers-Awards.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/kramer-levins-pro-bono-program-lands-in-top-2-for-midsized-firms-by-law360-pulse-annual-pro-bono-rankings.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/kramer-levins-pro-bono-program-lands-in-top-2-for-midsized-firms-by-law360-pulse-annual-pro-bono-rankings.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/kramer-levins-pro-bono-program-lands-in-top-2-for-midsized-firms-by-law360-pulse-annual-pro-bono-rankings.html
https://championwomen.org/
https://www.girlsontherun.org/
https://www.playitforwardsport.org/
https://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/kramer-levin-to-receive-nladas-2023-beacon-of-justice-award.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/kramer-levin-to-receive-nladas-2023-beacon-of-justice-award.html
https://www.kramerlevin.com/en/perspectives-search/kramer-levin-to-receive-nladas-2023-beacon-of-justice-award.html
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kramer-levin-naftalis-%26-frankel-llp_charles-richard-drew-activity-7034897010864377857-n2Gx?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kramer-levin-naftalis-%26-frankel-llp_katherine-johnson-biography-activity-7033820953008631808-VSLT?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kramer-levin-naftalis-%26-frankel-llp_dr-rebecca-lee-crumpler-activity-7031653365885403136-R6oB?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kramer-levin-naftalis-%26-frankel-llp_charles-richard-drew-activity-7034897010864377857-n2Gx?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kramer-levin-naftalis-%26-frankel-llp_katherine-johnson-biography-activity-7033820953008631808-VSLT?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kramer-levin-naftalis-%26-frankel-llp_dr-rebecca-lee-crumpler-activity-7031653365885403136-R6oB?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop

